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Miaow! Cat’s What I Call Music 

Your guide to all the music featured on this month’s free Big Cat CD 

Global Ear: Berlin 

Biba Kopf goes to the Wall with Wagner, Teutonic Techno and the British Ambience 

Bites 

Gudnin Gut Oceanic frou of Euro -Elektronic Drain Butthole Surfer with a sampler 
Melt-Banana Japanese yap-rockers 

Ravi Shankar 


16 

18 

Ten years down the line, Jack Dangers and _... 

at collage. By Chris Sharp 

20 The contract breakers 

Mark Sinker reveals how Neil Young, Lou Reed, Miles Davis 

26 Andrew Weatherall 


Meat Beat Manifesto 

Ten years down the line, Jack Dangers and ere 


Dancing in the dark 

In a South London bunker, the shock troops of Hardstep drum 'n' bass are redefining notior 
of the inner city blues dance. Simon Reynolds enters the dreadzone 

Mad Professor 

The original scientist of UK dub takes Will Montgomery on a whistle stop tour through his life 

Invisible Jukebox: 808 State 

Dave Haslam plays Kraftwerk, Eddie Henderson, Cachao, Cabaret Voltaire, A Guy Called 


Dakar Sound 

Senegal's urban electric music in al 


reviews 


Meat Beat Manift 


;ases from Butthole Surfers, Cul De Sac, Dr 
Octagon, Fila Brazillia, Bill Frisell, Brion Gysin, Jonathan Harvey, New Kingdom, Yoko Ono, Palace, Porno For 
Pyros, Sonic Youth, Swans, John Tavener, All Farka Toure and more. 70 Print Run New music books: 
Eno's diary, plus some intense rock-cnts 73 Multimedia Koan's Generative Music software 









A guide to all the music featured on this month’s exclusive 
Free Big Cat CD, Miaow! Now Cat's What I Call Music 
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m 4*1 m mm Selected highlights of the month's live events, 

vL A LLVfl id happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 
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raga trader 

Ravi Shankar spearheaded the meeting of Eastern and Western 
musics via collaborations with Philip Glass, George Harrison and 
others. Clive Bell speaks to the sitarist in his 76th year 








Thanks to the esoteric interests of frontman Jack Dangers, Meat Beat Manifesto’s post- 
industrial Electro-collages are reaching a new currency in the 90s, Interview by Chris Sharp 





















What’s the connection between Neil Young, Lou Reed, Miles Davis, Marvin Gaye, David Bowie, 
Flank Zappa and John & Yoko? They are all contract breakers, stars who got sick of playing 
the music industry fame game. Mark Sinker listens to the musicians who pissed off their record 
companies and fans alike 



seriously, responding accordingly. 


FAITH 
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Contracted 

chameleons 




Unacceptably out of character 

Sometime in the mid-80s, Geffen Records sued Neil Young for making records 
“which were not commercial in nature and musically uncharacteristic of Young’s 

Since leaving Reprise, Young had released a string of records — Trans, Everybody's 
Rockin', Old Ways, Landing On Water, Life — which lurched from Euro-Techno 
Vocoder pop to Country-MOR to bar-band rockabilly. Geffen — future home of 
Nirvana and Sonic Youth — ought to have been ideal for Young the amped-up guitar 


The kids was just crass/he wuz the nazz 

Lester Bangs was Lou Reed’s most eloquent, excessive, demanding fan. Having 

handed, he wrote the following caveat. "What I’ve long suspected is that the people 
today dropping 'Velvet Underground’ all over the place are the EXACT SAME 
PEOPLE who in 1967-8 woulda called 'em what they got called then, Faggots Who 

assholes ever sat around listening to “Sister Ray", for fucking pleasure, ever..” 










, Eugene 



Overreach overdrive 










DJANGO BATES 


















to the quick 


Once upon a time, Andrew Weatherall was the out-of-control speed-freak of UK club 
culture. Now; following a long cooling off period, he’s reinventing himself as a purveyor 
of primal underground Electronica. Interview by Rob Young 











Also available ft 


RELEASES 

MIAOWI...CATS WHAT ICAUL MUSIC 

E.A.R. 

BEYOND THE PALE 

Coming in waves....Sonic 
Boom's EARgasmic protect 
for feedback and effects, fea¬ 
turing Kevin Martin, AMM's 
Eddie Prevost and MBV's 
Kevin Shields. 

CD/UMITED VINYL (Out Now) 

PAUL SCHUTZE 

SITE ANUBIS 

To complete his Pacific Un¬ 
rest trilogy, Schiitze plays 
digital Chinese whispers with 
Bill Laswell, Lot Cox hill, 
V.JiJiilian Priester, Raoul 
. Bjorkenheim a.o. 

‘r&S CD (May 20th) 

_ c the first time in the U.K.: NEW 

MAPS OF HELL CCD, July) <2 THE RAPTURE OF 
METALS (CD, July) 

DIRTY THREE 

SAD AND DANGER 

"Sad And Dangerous" is a H 
grainy film of a lurid world, I 
the soundtrack to life ai 
live it. Or, better still, ai 
wish it could be liv 
MELODY MAKER 

CD/LP (Out Now). New Album K 
»HORSE STORIES« out in 

August. DANIEL FIGGIS 

EVERYTHINGEMPTY 

String-driven bucolics and meditative drones, played 

with wit and invention by Dublin composer Figgis 
and his ensemble of salon refuseniks. CD (July) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

DRIFTWORKS 

Four composing units from four continents fix new 
coordinates in the shifting sand of contemporary 
music. A limited edition four-CD b oxset feat. Paul 
Schiitze, Pauline Otiveros & Randy Raine Reusch, 
Thomas Koner and Keiji Homo's Nijiumu. 4 CD BOX- 
SET (August) 

BIG CAT is distributed by PINNACLE QiAAL 




































The shock troops of Hardstep drum ’n’ bass have found their nexus in the South London :; 
club AWOL. Ignoring the lure of the musical mainstream, artists such as Ed Rush, Hype, Pascal, 
DJ Trace, Roni Size and others are producing an inner city blues charged with dope-fuelled s 
paranoia and millennial angst. Simon Reynolds goes underground in the Temple of Boom 


dark 


























































invisible 


Every month we play a musician a series of records 
which they're asked to identify and comment on — 
with no prior knowledge of what they’re about to hear. 
This month it's the turn of. . . 













it, and they liked it, it stuck in 







Hying in the face of cosy World Music orthodoxy the Dakar Sound label presents the electric 
urban music of Senegal in all its raw; lo-fi glory Story by Mark Hudson 













d Under 

cneck 


Under the 'scope: June’s selected CDs, albums and 12”s 


In this month’s 
review section: 

AMP • Arcana • Chris 
Bowden • Butthole 
Surfers • Clatterbox 
Cul De Sac • Dave 
Douglas • Dr Octagon 
Dubhead Vol 2 • Dub 
Out West • Fila 
Brazillia • Freezone Vol 
3 • Bill Frisell • Fiixa 
Gilbert/Hampson/ 
Kendall • Brion Gysin 
Jonathan Harvey 
History Of Drum 'N' 
Bass • Hubler & 
Schwab • In Order To 
Dance Vol 6 • Little 
Aida • Moondogg 
Musica Transonic 
Yoko Ono • Palace 
Piquet • Porno For 
Pyros • George 
Russell • Solid Doctor 
Swans • John Tavener 
10% File Under 
Burroughs • Ali Farka 
Toure • Gert Wilden 
Plus critical beats 
and Electronica in 
brief 
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Stealing": "I enjoy stealing: its as simple 
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Book you* place 

Our June offer: bag Brian Eno's Diary plus a year’s supply of 
The Wire for just £30 



If 

A unique insight into the 
life of one of the most 
influential figures in recent 
music, A Year With Swollen 
Appendices is an 
irreverent and provocative 
account of 1995 as lived 
by Brian Eno. Published 
by Faber & Faber (and 
retailing for £9.99 at 
booksellers), the diary 
also contains essays on 
subjects as diverse as 
Ambient music, digital 
tech and new edge 
culture. And it's available 
free when you subscribe 
to the only music mag that 
matters. The Wire. Put it 
in your diary. 

NB: This is a limited offer. 
Subscribe now using the 
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Island Jamaica Jazz is a new label 
platform for Jamaican jazz artists 

A fusion of reggae and jazz music is unveiled with the new albums by two of Jamaica's 
finest musicians. Guitar supremo Ernest Ranglin and legendary pianist Monty Alexander. 



Monty Alexander. Yard Movement. 

"... Monty mixes rootsy originals 
and adventurous covers 
to fine effect." music week 
"... Almost an hour 
of pure listening pleasure" true 


See Monty live from 3rd to 8th June 
at Ronnie Scotts with Ernest Ranglin 
as special guest. 


Ernest Ranglin. Below The Baseline. 

"... Without doubt one of the albums 
of the year." straight no chaser 

"... A class act." musicweek 

'... A fascinating experiment and 
one worth investigating." what-son 



Out now on CD Cassette & Vinyl 
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NEWSAGENT 














































prints 


un 


read, raved about, ravaged 



In this month’s 
books section: 

Eno's diary; heavy¬ 
weight rock-crits put the 
world to rights; plus the 
unacceptable face of 
subversion 


5 Find myself humming "Rhinestone 
| Cowboy". 

£ 7 May. J off school with cold. Revises 
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A touch tone dial pad is the apt interface for the homepage fantastic links to strange locations (naval bases, CellNet. 

of Scanner, the airwave pirate who culls radio signals, and the Edinburgh city plan). The homepage is part of the Obsolete 


tsoim 

material that they carry, from hearing aids, garage door Website, which uses 'server push’ (data forced across the 

remote controls and Earth to Air Satellite control, not to network) and hosts many intriguing music-related 


4JSJSJ 

-TJIJSJ 

mention the cellphone. With use of quick-download sound homepages, as well as an extremely inventive interactive 

files and stylish graphics, the site pulls you through a narrative art piece called Peeping Tom When 1 first met the 

description of Scanner’s work by accessing buttons on the Obsolete crew (The Wire 139), they had big ideas about the 


EBB 

keypad. Digit 5, for instance, gives you a flash frame Internet: now they’re starting to deliver them. This is creative, 



composite of scanned conversations. And each page has statecf-the-art Web design. Go see. 
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Crooning On Veniui 
(Ocean Of Sound 2) 

David Toop presents a collection of dome of 
the world d moot extraordinary dingerd and 
their perdonal take on balladeering. 











